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effort to breathe new life into the City’s central civic spaces,
changing how people engage with the place and with each
other so that everyone can feel welcome and experience the
best of San Francisco every day.

AN INCLUSIVE
APPROACH
A proactively inclusive approach is central
to the Civic Center Commons Initiative:
• Naming this area Civic Center
Commons is intended to evoke the
values of a “commons” as a welcoming,
inclusive gathering place;

OVERVIEW
Led by the City of San Francisco in
partnership with neighbors, community
organizations, and cultural institutions,
the Civic Center Commons Initiative is
transforming Civic Center Plaza, UN Plaza,
and Fulton Street between the Main
Library and the Asian Art Museum – “the
Commons” – into the single unified civic
space it was designed to be. Key features
of the effort include San Francisco-style
attractions such as the new Helen Diller
Civic Center Playgrounds and interactive
installations by the Exploratorium and
the Asian Art Museum; innovative
workforce development partnerships
that help keep the area clean and safe

while providing jobs for people facing
barriers to employment; and free events,
recreational activities, and public art
installations. Major capital investments
envisioned through the Civic Center Public
Realm Plan outreach and design process
will build on the Initiative’s momentum, so
that the Commons can ultimately become
a powerful symbol of San Francisco’s
compassionate values and a model for
public spaces around the world.
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• Attractions and activities are designed
to engage all kinds of people and to
foster connections among them;
• Amenities such as the Pit Stop toilets,
free games, and tables and chairs are
available to everyone;
• Job creation for those with barriers to
employment is a priority; and
• Engagement with diverse neighborhood
stakeholders is pursued in the planning
and implementation of the Initiative.

WHAT’S
HAPPENING
IN THE
COMMONS?
Dedicated Stewards
Stewards from Hunters Point
Family, who have overcome
barriers to employment, provide
docent and cleaning services 7
days/week.

New Playgrounds
Since opening in February 2018,
the Helen Diller Civic Center
Playgrounds have become a
destination for kids of all ages.

Outdoor Art Gallery
The Village Artist Corner is home
to rotating art exhibits and
programming by the Asian Art
Museum and SF Public Library.

GET
INVOLVED

DST Cleaning Crews
Downtown Streets Team helps
clean Commons public spaces
while providing work experience
for unhoused people.

Bi-Rite Cafe
Opened in October of 2018,
the Bi-Rite Cafe serves coffee,
breakfast, lunch and ice cream
every day.

Yarn Art
Yarn art helps “knit” Commons
public spaces together through
the Knitting the Commons
project. Look out for new
animals in 2019!

Tables & Chairs
Cafe tables and chairs are
now available daily in all three
Commons public spaces.

Free Games
Staffed by people experiencing
homelessness, Downtown
Streets Team’s Tuk Tuk KARTMA - is a mobile lending
library with free games.

Enhanced Markets
Join us for FREE 30-min dance
classes at Off the Grid markets in
UN Plaza, Thursdays @ 12:30pm
starting Feb 14th. Stay tuned for
more market enhancements!

We welcome partners who are interested in helping bring new events and activities, art installations,
innovative services, neighborhood partnerships, and visitors to the Commons. For more information
about the Civic Center Commons Initiative or to get involved, contact Civic Center Commons Project
Manager Julie Flynn at julie.a.flynn@sfgov.org or 415-575-9057. To stay up to date with the latest
happenings in the Commons, sign up for our e-newsletter at civiccentercommons.org.
Finally, to learn more about the Civic Center Public Realm Plan, which is creating a unified vision for
capital improvements to Civic Center’s plazas, streets, and other public spaces, visit
www. civiccentersf.org.
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